KANAKA

TALKS IN THE UNIVERSITY

Ganapati tried in vain to visit Ramana on his way to
Kaluvarayi. His health was not satisfactory. He was unable
to bear even a small rise in the atmospheric temperature. The
strength needed for travel was fast dimishing. He was then
invited by the Andhra University to speak at one of their func-
tions.

The Vice-Chancellor of Andrha University, Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan, though educated by his paternal uncle
Sarvepalli Narasimhayya, a great disciple of Ganapati Muni
had no acquintance with Ganapati Muni so far. It pleased them
both to meet and Radhakrishnan requested Ganapati Muni to
stay in his house while in Visakhapatnam. Ganapati Muni
gave two talks on Mahabharata and the educated elite who
gathered in the University hall under the 'presidentship of
Pingali Lakshmikantam, were delighted with these talks
which were suffused with rare charm, originality of interpre-
tation and full of astounding revelations about the culture of
the Vedic period - rarer still was the clarity and rarer was
the speaker whb impressed them as more progressive in his
outlook than all the progressive scholars they had so far met
They all realised how impossible it was to understand either
the basic culture of our Mother land or divinity without the
knowledge of the Vedas.

Many felt that the quality of research work in the oriental
section of the Unviersity would improve if a person like
Ganapati Muni guides it. The Vice-Chancellor also expressed
the same sentiment. Mention must be made of the fact that a
similar offer from the Calcutta University was rejected by
Ganapati some years ago. His total dedication to tapas made
him reject these offers.

Meanwhile Mahadeva requested Nayana to stay in
Kuluvarayi in a suitable cottage which he undertook to con-
struct in their mango grove. The constrction was completed
176